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Who Trump Is
Putting in Power

by Jessica Huseman, Ian MacDougall
and Rob Weychert
Updated January 19, 2018

We’ve created an easy-to-print version of
our cards showing President Trump’s key
picks. Use them however you like: as con-
versation-starting stocking stuffers, with
students, or just to test your knowledge
of the unfolding administration. Enjoy —
and let us know what you do with them!
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REX TILLERSON
SECRETARY OF STATE

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Tillerson is the former CEO of Exxon Mobil.
At the State Department, he has overseen a
massive downsizing, which resulted in what
the New Yorker called “the near-dismantling
of America’s diplomatic corps.” He originally
supported Jeb Bush for president, and he has
had a tumultuous relationship with Trump. He

reportedly called the president a “moron” after
a July 2017 meeting with other senior officials.
For his part, Trump has repeatedly undermined
Tillerson, and rumors of Tillerson’s impending
departure from Foggy Bottom have dogged him
for much of his tenure.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/20/world/europe/russia-rex-tillerson-donald-trump-secretary-of-state.html
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/how-rex-tillerson-wrecked-the-state-department
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/10/16/rex-tillerson-at-the-breaking-point
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/12/10/who-is-rex-tillerson-the-exxonmobil-chairman-who-may-become-secretary-of-state/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/12/10/who-is-rex-tillerson-the-exxonmobil-chairman-who-may-become-secretary-of-state/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/tillerson-s-fury-trump-required-intervention-pence-n806451
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/10/trump-tweets-north-korea/541668/
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2017/11/30/rex-tillerson-expected-to-step-down-in-january-plans-discussed-for-pompeo-to-take-place.html
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STEVE MNUCHIN
SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

YOUR READING GUIDE

The former Goldman Sachs banker served as
Trump’s campaign finance chairman. Mnuchin
was a key booster for the recent tax cut. Reports
that he and his wife, Louise Linton (who also
generated controversy for comments viewed
as tone-deaf), used a government plane to
fly to Kentucky to see an eclipse triggered an
investigation by Treasury’s Inspector General.
(The trips didn’t violate the law, the investiga-
tion found.) Mnuchin once ran OneWest Bank,
which doubled its branches but foreclosed on
36,000 homeowners and was accused of racial
bias in lending under his leadership, the Los
Angeles Times reported.
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https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2016-08-31/steven-mnuchin-businessweek
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2016-08-31/steven-mnuchin-businessweek
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2017/12/17/mnuchin-says-no-doubt-congress-will-pass-tax-reform-bill-this-week.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/mnuchin-viewed-eclipse-from-roof-of-fort-knox/2017/08/24/1b6ba9b4-8903-11e7-a50f-e0d4e6ec070a_story.html?sjhjksdf&utm_term=.850fb9797ec2
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/22/opinion/louise-linton-instagram-mnuchin-brands.html?_r=0
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-09-01/mnuchin-s-trip-to-kentucky-being-reviewed-by-treasury-watchdog
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=0000015e-ee60-dfe3-abfe-ffe93fab0000
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=0000015e-ee60-dfe3-abfe-ffe93fab0000
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2012-03-22/from-indymac-to-onewest-steven-mnuchins-big-score
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/trump-to-name-financier-steve-mnuchin-to-treasurysources-say/2016/11/29/172e38ca-b10a-11e6-8616-52b15787add0_story.html
http://www.npr.org/2016/11/29/503755613/trumps-potential-treasury-secretary-headed-a-foreclosure-machine
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-onewest-redlining-20161115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-onewest-redlining-20161115-story.html
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JAMES MATTIS
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

YOUR READING GUIDE *

A retired general, he was the supreme allied
commander of NATO for nearly three years. He
is known for his scholarly intellectualism and
pithy quotes. His animus for Iran led Obama
to (controversially) replace him as the head of
CentCom. He said Iraq was “probably [...] a stra-

tegic mistake.” The Washington Post reported
he pushed the Army to use Theranos despite
red flags, then joined its board. As defense sec-
retary, he has managed to stake out positions
different from the president’s on several issues
without upsetting him, a rare feat.
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http://time.com/4588472/donald-trump-james-mattis-defense-pentagon/
http://time.com/4588472/donald-trump-james-mattis-defense-pentagon/
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/12/james-mattis-iran-secretary-of-defense-214500
http://foreignpolicy.com/2013/01/18/the-obama-administrations-inexplicable-mishandling-of-marine-gen-james-mattis-2/
https://theintercept.com/2016/12/05/iraq-was-a-mistake-said-gen-james-mattis-trumps-defense-pick/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/12/01/trumps-pick-for-defense-secretary-went-to-the-mat-for-the-troubled-blood-testing-company-theranos/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/20/us/politics/jim-mattis-trump-pentagon.html
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JEFF SESSIONS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

YOUR READING GUIDE

The Alabama senator was denied a federal
judgeship in 1986 due to allegations of racist
statements and concerns over his level of in-
volvement in what critics said was a racially
motivated voter fraud case. As attorney general,
he has lived up to his tough-on-crime image.
He has ordered federal prosecutors to seek the
stiffest charges and sentences possible and
rolled back guidance limiting federal prosecu-
tion of marijuana offenses. His recusal from the
investigation into Russian meddling in the 2016
presidential election has strained his relation-
ship with Trump, who has belittled the attorney
general at times.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuxBiTwHNhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuxBiTwHNhU
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/wp/2016/11/28/the-facts-about-the-voter-fraud-case-that-sunk-jeff-sessionss-bid-for-a-judgeship/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/wp/2016/11/28/the-facts-about-the-voter-fraud-case-that-sunk-jeff-sessionss-bid-for-a-judgeship/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/12/us/politics/attorney-general-jeff-sessions-drug-offenses-penalties.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/04/us/politics/marijuana-legalization-justice-department-prosecutions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/19/us/politics/trump-interview-sessions-russia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/19/us/politics/trump-interview-sessions-russia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/14/us/politics/jeff-sessions-trump.html
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RYAN ZINKE
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

YOUR READING GUIDE *

A former congressman from Montana, Zinke is
“all over the map” on environmental and public
land issues integral to his appointed position,
the Los Angeles Times reports. While in Con-
gress, he crossed party lines to vote for many
conservation efforts, and once signed a letter

warning of the threat of global warming. But
as Interior Secretary, he has supported shrink-
ing the footprint of national monuments and
further opening U.S. waters to offshore oil and
gas drilling. And, he now says, he views climate
science to be “unsettled.”
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http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-pol-interior-zinke-2016-story.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/12/ryan-zinke-interior-secretary-trump-232590
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2016/12/ryan-zinke-donald-trump-climate-change
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/shrink-at-least-4-national-monuments-and-modify-a-half-dozen-others-zinke-tells-trump/2017/09/17/a0df45cc-9b48-11e7-82e4-f1076f6d6152_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/zinke-backs-shrinking-more-national-monuments-shifting-management-of-10-others/2017/12/05/e116344e-d9e5-11e7-b1a8-62589434a581_story.html?utm_term=.60fe532885bd
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/zinke-backs-shrinking-more-national-monuments-shifting-management-of-10-others/2017/12/05/e116344e-d9e5-11e7-b1a8-62589434a581_story.html?utm_term=.60fe532885bd
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-zinke-announces-plan-unleashing-americas-offshore-oil-and-gas-potential
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-interior-idUSKBN1441YG
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SONNY PERDUE

SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE

YOUR READING GUIDE *

The former two-term Georgia governor is a
veterinarian by trade and has spent years in
the agriculture business. He was a Democrat
until switching parties in 1998. During a severe
drought in 2007, the then-governor controver-
sially gathered hundreds to the steps of the cap-
itol to pray for rain. Many Perdue projects have

been the subject of scrutiny. He was the main
supporter of a $14 million state-funded fishing
museum, which the New York Times described
as “a symbol of waste.” Perdue, who runs the
country’s food stamp program, has also been
criticized for reducing aid to Georgia’s poor.
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http://www.agriculture.com/news/business/trump-picks-perdue-for-agriculture-secretary-ending-historically-long-search
http://www.myajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/sonny-perdue-from-democrat-georgia-gop-leader/MuYDrxfs0SbFRJQ00Gz4gO/
http://politics.blog.ajc.com/2017/01/10/that-time-sonny-perdue-prayed-for-rain/
http://politics.blog.ajc.com/2017/01/10/that-time-sonny-perdue-prayed-for-rain/
http://www.myajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/diverted-funds-aid-sonny-perdue-projects/PXuc3t1GClJRPVYfOQMm5L/
http://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/breaking-donald-trump-taps-sonny-perdue-his-agriculture-chief/oWpJvzgWCungyRdmw0N8FP/
http://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/breaking-donald-trump-taps-sonny-perdue-his-agriculture-chief/oWpJvzgWCungyRdmw0N8FP/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/18/us/18fishing.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/politics/2012/12/georgia_s_war_against_the_poor_the_southern_state_is_emptying_its_welfare.html
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WILBUR ROSS
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Wilbur Ross made millions making failing busi-
nesses profitable, especially in coal and steel.
He helped Trump save his troubled Atlantic City
casino. He’s invested in ailing banks, including
in Greece and Cyprus, and his investments pres-
ent major potential conflicts of interest. A New

York Times report in November revealed that
Ross has retained investments in a shipping
company with ties to sanctioned Russian oli-
garchs, as has his chief of staff. Long described
as a billionaire, Forbes revealed in November
that Ross’s net worth is considerably lower.
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http://www.forbes.com/sites/chasewithorn/2016/11/29/what-you-need-to-know-about-likely-commerce-secretary-wilbur-ross-trumps-billionaire-pal/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/chasewithorn/2016/11/29/what-you-need-to-know-about-likely-commerce-secretary-wilbur-ross-trumps-billionaire-pal/
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2011/05/02/coal-deal-shines-golden-for-wilbur-ross/
http://nymag.com/nymetro/news/bizfinance/columns/moneyandmind/10279/
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-wilbur-ross-commerce-20161208-story.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/donald-trump-commerce-secretary-wilbur-ross-king-of-bankruptcy-investor-president-cabinent-picks-a7436026.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/02/10/us-investors-getting-burned-on-greek-bank-bets.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2014/12/05/top-investors-bank-of-cyprus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/05/world/wilbur-ross-russia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/05/world/wilbur-ross-russia.html
https://www.propublica.org/article/u-s-commerce-official-still-holds-stake-in-company-linked-to-putin-associates
https://www.forbes.com/sites/danalexander/2017/11/07/the-case-of-wilbur-ross-phantom-2-billion/#376cc9c75155




ANDREW PUZDER

SECRETARY OF LABOR

YOUR READING GUIDE

Puzder is the former CEO of the parent com-
pany of Carl’s Jr., which is currently navigat-
ing several lawsuits concerning wages and
employee treatment. He has opposed raising
the minimum wage and expanding overtime
eligibility. He believes Obamacare helped lead
to a “restaurant recession.” He has defended
Carl’s Jr.’s racy ads, calling bikinis and burgers
“very American.” After weeks of controversy
stemming from domestic abuse allegations —
which his ex-wife later recanted — and dozens
of complaints against his then-company for
mistreatment of workers, Puzder withdrew
from the nomination on Feb. 15.
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http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/12/09/trump-s-labor-secretary-pick-andrew-puzder-is-swamped-in-his-own-workplace-lawsuits.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/12/09/trump-s-labor-secretary-pick-andrew-puzder-is-swamped-in-his-own-workplace-lawsuits.html
http://www.wsj.com/articles/andy-puzder-minimum-wage-maximum-politics-1412543682
http://www.wsj.com/articles/andy-puzder-minimum-wage-maximum-politics-1412543682
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052702304256404579449811698734216
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052702304256404579449811698734216
http://www.wsj.com/articles/the-non-affordable-care-acts-restaurant-recession-1477863331
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/02/puzder-oprah-winfrey-labor-235030
http://money.cnn.com/2017/01/27/news/puzder-labor-complaints/index.html
http://money.cnn.com/2017/01/27/news/puzder-labor-complaints/index.html



https://projects.propublica.org/represent/votes/115/senate/1/116

ALEXANDER ACOSTA
SECRETARY OF LABOR

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Before being appointed Labor Secretary, R.
Alexander Acosta was the dean of Florida Inter-
national University’s law school — an appoint-
ment that became contentious among black
faculty because of Acosta’s time as chief of the
Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division un-
der President George W. Bush. He also testified

before Congress on the importance of defend-
ing the civil rights of Muslims. Bush had previ-
ously appointed Acosta to the National Labor
Relations Board. He was also the U.S. Attorney
for the Southern District of Florida, where he
tried several high-profile cases.
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https://news.fiu.edu/2017/04/fiu-law-dean-acosta-confirmed-as-u-s-labor-secretary/110885
http://www.miaminewtimes.com/news/fiu-hires-acosta-as-law-dean-opens-rift-with-black-faculty-6526604
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=13920444
http://www.durbin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Acosta%20Testimony.pdf
http://www.durbin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Acosta%20Testimony.pdf
https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/government/racosta-bio.html
https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/government/racosta-bio.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/18/AR2009021802541.html
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/roy-belfast-jr-aka-chuckie-taylor-sentenced-torture-charges
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/2006-09-22-orejuela_x.htm
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TOM PRICE

SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

YOUR READING GUIDE *

A former congressman and a physician, Price
was long opposed to Obamacare. As Secretary
of Health and Human Services, however, he
failed to help the White House secure the votes

in the Senate necessary to repeal the health care
law. Price resigned in September, after Politico
revealed that he had used taxpayer money to
charter jets when traveling on official business.
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https://www.politico.com/story/2017/07/27/obamacare-repeal-republicans-status-241025
https://www.politico.com/story/2017/09/19/tom-price-chartered-planes-flights-242908
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ALEX AZAR

SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Azar, whom Trump has nominated to replace
Tom Price, is a former president of drug maker
Eli Lilly’s U.S unit. Azar raised drug prices while
at the pharmaceutical company, the New York
Times reports. But Trump has promised that, in
government, his new secretary will lower them.
A lawyer, Azar was general counsel and deputy

secretary at the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services during the George W. Bush admin-
istration. Early in his career, he worked under
Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr during
his investigation of President Bill Clinton. He
awaits Senate confirmation.
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https://www.politico.com/story/2017/11/29/azar-health-secretary-trump-267818
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/13/us/politics/alex-azar-health-human-services-trump.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/26/us/politics/alex-azar-senate-confirmation-hearing-hhs.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/26/us/politics/alex-azar-senate-confirmation-hearing-hhs.html
https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump/status/930087113764327424?lang=en
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/11/13/563735136/trump-picks-azar-to-lead-health-and-human-services
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/11/13/563735136/trump-picks-azar-to-lead-health-and-human-services
https://www.politico.com/story/2017/11/13/alex-azar-hhs-secretary-trump-244837
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/01/17/alex-azar-advances-senate-confirmation-401328
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BEN CARSON

SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Carson, a famed neurosurgeon, ran unsuc-
cessfully for president against Donald Trump.
He has criticized fair housing policy as “social
experimentation” and called poverty “more of
a choice than anything else.” During his first
official address as Secretary for Housing and

Urban Development, Carson sparked outrage
by comparing slaves to immigrants. ProPubli-
ca published a critical assessment of his first
months at HUD. Carson had previously de-
clined a cabinet post because he had “no gov-
ernment experience.”
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http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jul/23/ben-carson-obamas-housing-rules-try-to-accomplish-/
http://www.salon.com/2015/11/09/poverty_was_really_more_a_choice_ben_carson_grew_up_in_dire_poverty_hates_nothing_more_than_poverty_and_really_wants_you_to_know/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/06/us/politics/ben-carson-refers-to-slaves-as-immigrants-in-first-remarks-to-hud-staff.html
https://www.propublica.org/article/is-anybody-home-at-hud-secretary-ben-carson
https://www.propublica.org/article/is-anybody-home-at-hud-secretary-ben-carson
http://www.thedailybeast.com/cheats/2016/11/15/report-ben-carson-turns-down-trump-cabinet-role.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/cheats/2016/11/15/report-ben-carson-turns-down-trump-cabinet-role.html
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ELAINE CHAO
SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Chao ran the Labor Department under Pres-
ident George W. Bush. The Government Ac-
countability Office said the department’s fail-
ure to investigate complaints left “low-wage
workers vulnerable to wage theft.” She’s been
accused of helping to cover up an environmen-

tal disaster. Her family owns Foremost Group, a
shipping company that flies Liberian and Hong
Kong flags. Drugs were once found aboard one
of the company’s ships. She is married to Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, and has been
integral in his reelection campaigns.
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http://www.gao.gov/assets/130/122107.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/130/122107.pdf
https://www.propublica.org/article/familys-shipping-company-could-pose-problems-for-trumps-transportation-pick
https://www.propublica.org/article/familys-shipping-company-could-pose-problems-for-trumps-transportation-pick
https://www.thenation.com/article/mitch-mcconnells-freighted-ties-shadowy-shipping-company/
https://www.thenation.com/article/mitch-mcconnells-freighted-ties-shadowy-shipping-company/
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/14/us/politics/girding-for-a-fight-mcconnell-enlists-his-wife.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/14/us/politics/girding-for-a-fight-mcconnell-enlists-his-wife.html
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RICK PERRY
SECRETARY OF ENERGY

YOUR READING GUIDE *

The former Texas governor previously support-
ed abolishing the agency he now runs. He was
on the board of Energy Transfer Partners, the
company behind the Dakota Access Pipeline.
Oil production surged during his governorship,
boosting the economy but raising environ-
mental concerns. Many credit him with Texas’

relative stability during the economic crisis,
but some reject the “Texas Miracle” altogether.
Others say it came at the expense of necessary
programs. He gave millions out to businesses in
tax incentives, including $30 million to a com-
pany that didn’t exist.
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http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/11/09/for-perry-a-cringe-worthy-gaffe/
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/11/09/for-perry-a-cringe-worthy-gaffe/
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/06/rick-perry-energy-transfer-partners-pipeline-board
https://www.texastribune.org/2016/12/13/recap-rick-perrys-texas-energy-legacy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/06/08/the-facts-about-rick-perry-and-the-texas-miracle/?utm_term=.6acb26abe4f7
https://www.texasobserver.org/examining-rick-perrys-environmental-record/
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BETSY DeVOS
SECRETARY OF EDUCATION

YOUR READING GUIDE

Before she became Education Secretary, De-
Vos was a billionaire philanthropist who has
campaigned for charter schools and vouchers
in her home state of Michigan — and fought
to minimize oversight of them. She led ef-
forts to drastically expand charters in Detroit,
but they have scored lower than their public
school counterparts, Politico reports. Bridge,
a non-profit Michigan news outlet, reports her
fight for school choice left many public schools
scrambling for students. An education advo-
cacy group she headed owes Ohio $5.3 million
for election law violations, stemming from an
unpaid fine in 2008.
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DAVID SHULKIN

SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Shulkin served as undersecretary of health in
the Obama administration’s Department of Vet-
erans Affairs before rising to head the agency.
He is a physician, and is the first non-veteran
to run the VA. In September, the Washington
Post reported that taxpayer money paid for a

trip Shulkin and his wife took to Europe that
mixed official business and tourism. Although
Shulkin denied any wrongdoing, the incident
resulted in an investigation by the VA’s Inspec-
tor General.
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KIRSTJEN NIELSEN

SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Nielsen was now-White House Chief of Staff
John Kelly’s top deputy during his tenure as
Secretary of Homeland Security. She followed
him to the White House, where she was seen,
according to the New York Times, as an enforc-
er who helped Kelly impose order on a White

House in disarray. Confirmed in December
2017, she hit the ground running in a distinctly
Trump-administration way: Just over a month
into her new job, a Senate committee grilled her
about whether the president had called certain
African nations “shithole” countries.
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REINCE PRIEBUS
CHIEF OF STAFF

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Preibus was the longest serving chairman of the
Republican National Committee before becom-
ing one of the shortest-serving chiefs of staff in
White House history. He raised record amounts
for the RNC, but he proved less effective as
Trump’s first chief of staff. The New York Times
described the West Wing as chaotic during his

tenure. Leaks and internal feuds abounded.
The administration lurched from one political
scandal to another. He was replaced in July
by then-Secretary of Homeland Security John
Kelly and, according to Politico, returned to his
former Wisconsin law firm.
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JOHN KELLY
CHIEF OF STAFF

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Kelly, a retired Marine general, was Secretary
of Homeland Security for the first six months
of the Trump administration. Trump, who has
a well-known fondness for generals, chose
Kelly to replace Reince Preibus as his chief of
staff in July 2017, in a bid to restore order to a

chaotic West Wing. His efforts have met with
mixed success, the New York Times reports.
His tenure has not been without controversy.
He was widely criticized for calling Confederate
General Robert E. Lee an “honorable man” on a
conservative talk show.
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MICK MULVANEY

DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF
MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

YOUR READING GUIDE

A former congressman from South Carolina,
Mulvaney was a founder of the House Freedom
Caucus. He supported shutting the government
down rather than raising the debt limit under
President Obama, and as head of the Office of
Management and Budget, he has advanced a
small-government agenda. The White House
budget prepared by his office proposed deep
cuts to a wide variety of federal programs. In
November, Trump added to Mulvaney’s duties,
tapping him to head the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, an agency he once called
“sick, sad,” and “a joke.”
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SCOTT PRUITT

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

YOUR READING GUIDE *

The former Oklahoma attorney general has
deep ties to the fossil fuel industry, and formed
asecret alliance between the industry and other
AGs to fight Obama’s climate proposals. He is
seen as a hero among conservatives who believe
the EPA oversteps its federal authority. At the

EPA, he has lived up to this reputation, working
to dismantle Obama-era environmental rules—
in particular those affecting the oil-and-gas sec-
tor. He is a climate change skeptic, and he has
carried that skepticism with him into the EPA.
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ROBERT LIGHTHIZER
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Lighthizer, a former trade official under Pres-
ident Reagan, was a partner in international
trade at Skadden Arps, one of the world’s largest
law firms. He has represented U.S. Steel Corp in
several anti-dumping cases against China. He
was an early Trump supporter, and penned an

op-ed in the Washington Times defending his
protectionist trade policies against conservative
critics. In May, he notified Congress that Trump
intended to renegotiate the North American
Free Trade Agreement — a popular target of
Trump’s protectionism.
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NIKKI HALEY
AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS

YOUR READING GUIDE *

The former governor of South Carolina, Haley
became the ambassador to the United Nations
despite possessing little foreign policy experi-
ence. A daughter of Indian immigrants, she had
previously met with the Indian Prime Minister
to encourage investment in South Carolina. She
is a strong supporter of Israel and signed a bill

that prevented divestment in the country. At
the UN, that support has continued. In Decem-
ber, she tweeted that she was “taking names”
of countries that voted to reject the Trump
administration’s recognition of Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital.
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LINDA McMAHON

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

YOUR READING GUIDE *

The co-founder of wrestling organization WWE
gave $6 million to a pro-Trump super PAC and
$5 million to Trump’s foundation. She once sup-
ported a plan by President Obama that would
have eliminated the Small Business Adminis-
tration, the agency she now runs. She twice ran

unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate, spending
almost $100 million. She resigned after a year of
serving on Connecticut’s education board when
a legal opinion barred members from partici-
pating in political activity.
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STEVE BANNON

SENIOR COUNSELOR AND
CHIEF STRATEGIST

YOUR READING GUIDE

Bannon was the CEO of Trump’s campaign
before becoming the White House chief strat-
egist. In August 2017, recently appointed Chief
of Staff John Kelly ousted Bannon, according
to the New York Times, after Trump came to
see him as a leaker too prone to taking credit
for White House successes. Bannon returned to
running Breitbart, a far-right website known for
publishing sexist, racist and homophobic con-
tent. But he stepped down after author Michael
Wolff, in his book Fire and Fury, quoted Bannon
making disparaging remarks about Trump’s son
Donald.
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DAN COATS
DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE

YOUR READING GUIDE *

A former Indiana senator, Coats served on the
Senate Intelligence Committee and has a rep-
utation for bipartisanship. He was previously
the ambassador to Germany, then worked as a
manufacturing lobbyist before being elected to
the Senate for a second time. He is banned from
Russia because of his support for sanctions after
the annexation of Crimea. He supported a bill
to expand cyber threat data sharing between
private companies and the government, which
civil liberties groups staunchly opposed. He
also wrote a Wall Street Journal op-ed defend-
ing bulk data collection.
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MIKE POMPEO

DIRECTOR OF THE
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

YOUR READING GUIDE

A former Kansas congressman, Pompeo has
emerged as a favorite of the president (occa-
sionally talked of as a future secretary of state),
whom he frequently briefs in person, Politico
reports. He has taken a relatively soft line on
the question of Russian meddling in the 2016
election, a sore spot for his boss. According to
the New York Times, CIA officials have mixed
feelings about his partisan tendencies. He has
pledged to end the “disastrous” Iran deal, and
he supports keeping Guantanamo Bay, calling it
a “goldmine of intelligence” that treats prison-
ers “exceptionally well.”
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JAY CLAYTON

CHAIRMAN OF THE SECURITIES AND
EXCHANGE COMMISSION

YOUR READING GUIDE *

Clayton was a partner in the law firm Sullivan &
Cromwell, specializing in mergers and capital
marKket offerings. In a video posted by his firm
he compared cybersecurity mandates for banks
to Dodd-Frank, which he considers flawed. He
was the head of a committee that advocated the

rollback of parts of the Foreign Corrupt Practic-
es Act, which the SEC has partial authority over.
He has represented several high-profile com-
panies including Bear Stearns, Goldman Sachs
and Ally Financial Inc.
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MIKE FLYNN
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER

YOUR READING GUIDE *

After a 24-day tenure, Flynn, a retired general,
resigned on Feb. 13 following days of contro-
versy after the Washington Post reported he’d
mischaracterized a conversation he’d had with
the Russian Ambassador. He also mischarac-
terized conversations with the ambassador in

interviews with the FBI. That led him to plead
guilty to lying to federal agents as part of Spe-
cial Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation into
Russian interference in the 2016 election, with
which Flynn is cooperating.
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H.R. McMASTER
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER

YOUR READING GUIDE *

McMaster is a career army officer and strategist,
most recently responsible for advising the army
on how to guard against future threats. He has
previously criticized the preparedness of the
military, calling it “outranged and outgunned.”
He has also called cyber-terrorism “a significant
threat.” As national security adviser, he has

clashed with more extreme personalities on the
National Security Council. He ultimately ousted
several of them over the summer, including
aides brought on by his predecessor, Mike
Flynn. McMaster is widely regarded as a top
military intellectual.

PROPUB.LI/CABINET-CARDS []


http://propub.li/cabinet-cards
http://breakingdefense.com/2016/04/mcmaster-army-may-be-outnumbered-and-outgunned-in-next-war/
http://www.ledger-enquirer.com/news/local/military/article133566199.html
http://www.ledger-enquirer.com/news/local/military/article133566199.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/11/us/politics/rich-higgins-memo-national-security-council.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/11/us/politics/rich-higgins-memo-national-security-council.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/war_stories/2008/08/annual_general_meeting.html
http://foreignpolicy.com/2008/07/16/h-r-mcmaster-gets-his-star/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2008/07/16/h-r-mcmaster-gets-his-star/




DONALD McGAHN

WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL

YOUR READING GUIDE *

McGahn was Trump’s campaign lawyer, and
spent much of his career fighting against lim-
its on political contributions. As White House
counsel, the New York Times reports, he has
spearheaded the largely successful White
House effort to appoint a slew of federal judges.

In his previous position as chairman of the Fed-
eral Election Commission, he tried to restrict
prosecutors from being able to use the internet
for research. He moonlights as a guitarist in the
band Scott’s New Band.
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STEPHEN MILLER
SENIOR POLICY ADVISER
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The 32-year-old former Jeff Sessions staffer
served as a senior policy adviser to Donald
Trump’s campaign. Miller helped write Trump’s
immigration policies, and he took a leading
role in drafting Trump’s original travel-ban
executive order. He has appeared on television
a number of times forcefully defending Trump
administration policies. He has worked closely
with far-right news organization Breitbart.
Miller began penning political columns at age
17, writing on everything from his high school’s
“rampant political correctness,” Duke Univer-
sity’s “unrelenting health fascists,” and Maya
Angelou’s “racial paranoia.”
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COUNSELOR

YOUR READING GUIDE

A longtime Republican strategist, pundit and
pollster, Conway was Trump’s campaign man-
ager. As a White House aide, she has appeared
frequently on TV to defend the president, gen-
erating criticism for defending the use of “alter-
native facts.” She initially endorsed Ted Cruz in
the 2016 Republican primary, leading his super
PAC, which attacked Trump in ads. She was
hired by the Trump campaign when Cruz exited
the race. Conway worked for Missouri Con-
gressman Todd Akin, and defended him after
his controversial “legitimate rape” comment.
She has spoken out against feminism, calling it
“doom and gloom.”

PROPUB.LI/CABINET-CARDS []



http://propub.li/cabinet-cards
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1996/09/in-the-land-of-conservative-women/376667/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1996/09/in-the-land-of-conservative-women/376667/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2017/02/22/kellyanne-conways-week-of-television-deprivation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2017/02/22/kellyanne-conways-week-of-television-deprivation/
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/conway-press-secretary-gave-alternative-facts-860142147643
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/conway-press-secretary-gave-alternative-facts-860142147643
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-politics/wp/2016/07/01/trump-hires-ex-cruz-super-pac-strategist-kellyanne-conway/?utm_term=.b6cbe372c365
http://www.rollcall.com/news/The-Only-Republicans-Man-Enough-to-Stop-Trump-Are-Women-245582-1.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/kevin-mcdermott/akin-consultant-compares-his-fortitude-to-cult-leader-david-koresh/article_42658a4a-0996-11e2-990d-0019bb30f31a.html?utm_medium=twitter&utm_source=twitterfeed
http://theslot.jezebel.com/trump-campaign-hires-gender-gap-expert-kellyanne-conway-1782959310




THOMAS BOSSERT

HOMELAND SECURITY ADVISER
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Bossert was a top national security aide under
President George W. Bush, helping craft the
nation’s first cyber security policy. Afterward,
he ran a security consulting firm and was a
fellow at the Atlantic Council’s Cyber Statecraft

Initiative. His position in Trump’s administra-
tion focuses on cybersecurity. In a 2015 opinion
in the Washington Times, Bossert criticized
Obama for failing to lay out when “it is just and
necessary to use American military power.”
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Navarro was a member of Trump’s economic
transition team, and worked as a professor
at the University of California, Irvine. He is
staunchly anti-China, and called Trump’s pro-
posed 45 percent tariff on Chinese goods “ap-
propriate.” He wrote a book called “Death By

China: Confronting the Dragon,” in which he
argued China was becoming “the planet’s most
efficient assassin.” He self-produced a low-bud-
get documentary based on the book, which was
panned by critics.
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PRESS SECRETARY
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Spicer’s tenure as White House press secretary
began with an attack on the media for under-
estimating the crowd size at Trump’s inau-
guration. His rocky debut set the tone for his
six-month tenure, which was marked by a testy
relationship with the White House press corps.

He resigned in July 2017, after Trump appointed
banker Anthony Scaramucci as White House
communications director. Before taking up a
post at the White House, Spicer was the Repub-
lican National Committee’s communications
director and chief strategist.
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SARAH HUCKABEE
SANDERS

PRESS SECRETARY
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Sanders was Sean Spicer’s deputy until his res-
ignation in July 2017. Her first press briefing as
White House press secretary did not go much
better than Spicer’s. She was criticized for open-
ing the briefing by reading from a letter in which
a nine-year-old boy nicknamed “Pickle” called

Trump “my favorite president.” Sanders, how-
ever, has struck a more muted tone at briefings
than her predecessor. She is the daughter of for-
mer Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee and worked
on his 2016 presidential campaign before being
hired to work on Trump’s.

PROPUB.LI/CABINET-CARDS []


http://propub.li/cabinet-cards
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/sarah-huckabee-sanders-named-press-secretary-sean-spicer/story?id=48778644
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/sarah-huckabee-sanders-named-press-secretary-sean-spicer/story?id=48778644
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/08/business/now-starring-in-the-west-wing-sarah-huckabee-sanders.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/08/business/now-starring-in-the-west-wing-sarah-huckabee-sanders.html
https://newrepublic.com/article/144835/sarah-huckabee-sanders-worse-sean-spicer
http://money.cnn.com/2017/01/19/media/sarah-huckabee-sanders-donald-trump/index.html
http://money.cnn.com/2017/01/19/media/sarah-huckabee-sanders-donald-trump/index.html




JARED KUSHNER

SENIOR ADVISER
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Kushner is Donald Trump’s son-in-law and he
helped run his family’s real estate empire before
taking a position in the White House. Kushner
had a wide-ranging, if ill-defined, portfolio, but
his duties have been scaled back recently, the
New York Times reports. According to the Wall

Street Journal, he advocated for the firing of FBI
Director James Comey, which helped trigger the
appointment of Special Counsel Robert Mueller,
whose investigation has haunted Trump since
spring 2017. Kushner is not being paid a salary
for his White House position.
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SPECIAL ADVISER
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The 81-year-old billionaire is a noted investor
and “activist shareholder,” buying and selling
stakes in companies in order to push the direc-
tion of their boards. He was an early Trump sup-
porter, and pledged $150 million to a super PAC
supporting him. Icahn resigned from this role

in August 2017. His resignation came just before
publication of a New Yorker article that showed
that the financier may have used his position
improperly to influence regulatory changes that
would benefit an oil refinery he owns.
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